ISSN 2733-6239(Print) ISSN 2733-6247(Online)
©Copyright 2024 Architectural Institute of Korea

https://doi.org/10.5659/JAIK.2024.40.8.159

A7) AARNEKR) FE AT

Exploring U.S. Military Government's Refugee Housing Efforts in Korea

S 9l g

Yu, Inhee

4B e

Kim, Hyon-Sob

*uEd SAARESHY AIAEEAA 5, Integrated Master's Degree and Ph.D. Candidate, Grad Program of Urban Regeneration,

Korea University, Korea

** nEd] 7%} 14, Professor, Dept. of Architecture, Korea University, Korea (Corresponding author: archistory@korea.ac.kr)

Abstract

This study clarifies the specifics of refugee housing construction by the U.S. military government in Korea from 1945 to 1948. After

liberation from Japan in 1945, South Korea faced a severe housing shortage due to the influx of returnees from overseas and North Korea.

The U.S. military government introduced several housing policies, including refugee housing construction, which were generally considered

unsuccessful. However, this study confirms that the U.S. military government strategically categorized housing policies based on the urgency

of housing construction and the durability of planned houses, resulting in three types of refugee housing: permanent housing, prefabricated

semi-permanent housing, and emergency housing. These projects involved various stakeholders, such as government departments, public

organizations, and private associations, demonstrating that these efforts were collaborative rather than unilateral. Despite the limitations of the

housing policies, these efforts helped mitigate Korea’s post-liberation housing crisis. This indicates that the early housing policies, while not

entirely successful, had some success, prompting a reconsideration of the historical evaluation of the U.S. military government’s housing

policies in Korea.
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Table 3. Refugee housing project implementers and its
characteristics

Project_implementers Major projects Type

¢ 30,000 refugee
housing project
Health and Welfare [¢ A 100 million won housing

Department of (3 Emergency

Grnglltn shelter project
Korean National . (20 Prefab
: TRV Prefabricated :
Housing Administration| housing proiect semi-permanent
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Korea Housing plan f/;)ufs’lrré%ab
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Chosen Residence . N
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1111 )
Private|Assisting in Building A 100 million won|3) Emergency

Shelters shelter project housing
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Table 4. Prizewinning plans at National Housing Competition
and revised housing plans by KNHA & CRMC>54)

catego | Prizewinning plans at National | Revised housing plans by
ry Housing Competition (1945) KNHA & CRMC (1947)
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a) View of low-cost house b) Completed low-cost houses

Figure 1. Houses, presumed to be the same type exhibited
in Deoksugung Palace in November 1946. (Dec. 13, 1947)57)
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Table 5. Construction status of refugee housing”"
1946 1947 1948
Housing | oty Housing | iy | Housing | GUREY,
units units units
won) won) won)
Seoul 100| 3,712.5 »806 | 24,000 800 | 24,000

Gyeonggi 1,912 7,212.5 1,720 8,350 550 9,000

Chungbuk 1,500 990.0 675 4,875 415 6,450

Chungnam|  5,100| 7,012.5 1,414| 10,215 540 8,700

Jeonbuk 622 | 1,237.5 1,830 10,160 580 9,700
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Gyeongnam| 4,500 | 7,562.5 3,530 69,500 870| 14,850

Gangwon 283 | 1,127.5 650 4,875 415 6,450

Jeju 48 550.0 130 975 35 550

Total 19,340 39,215:0 14,471 | 150,000 5,476 | 100,550
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Table 6. Summary of refugee housing types in U.S. Military Government
@ Prefab
Category @® }F ermanent semi-permanent ® Emergency
ousing housing housing
Detached and Row
Type 8?3;36(1 }égﬁse) houses Triangular hut
pyeong (4~6 pyeong)
Cost | 450,000~650,000 15,000~37,000 under 10,000
won/_unit won/ unit won/_unit
Replacement Semi-permanent |Temporary housing
Purpose housing for housing for with an emergency
displaced refugees |low-income people plan
Timeline| Jul.1947~Dec.1947 | Nov.1946~1948 Nov.1946~1947
Count 350~400 units more than 39,287 units
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Table 7. The number of houses built by the government
Year Count Year Count
1951 20,325 1956 24,224
1952 21,700 1957 25,741
1953 40,633 1958 11,326
1954 65,202 1959 5,535
1955 25,246 1960 12,167

Source: Korea National Housing Corporation(1966).
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